Theodora saw Justinian very white, but smiling a little.
She clapped her hands and wept and prayed while the
cheering rose and roared. Presently it lulled, the
Patriarch rose and said that all should "give thanks, that
plots against the Peace had been brought to nothing,
"An offer of Peace is an offer of Christian Brotherhood;'
he said, "such an offer always triumphs in the end. Let
us pray for Light and Peace."

Theodora had longed for a little word with Justinian,
but there was no chance of that. When the Patriarch
dismissed them, the Blue supporters came round hiinf
lifted him aloft and bore him out, cheering. The House
emptied. She saw white, terrified faces and radiant and
ecstatic faces going out of the doors. At last she rose,
weeping, and went somehow back to the Theatre. She
was one of the last to leave the House. In the Theatre
she went to Macedonia's dressing-room and sat there for
a long time. Going out at last she ran into Sosthenes,

"Well, for once"" he said, "your politics weren't so
bad. I was there. Tino did well, didn't he? It was great
luck the Kingfishers coming in as they did just before
the curtain rose. I wonder how he got those documents,"

"Wasn't that effective?" she saicl, "to bring them out
like that and sweep them all off their feet. It was like
a surprise in a play."

"I suppose some woman betrayed them/1 Sosthenes
said; "generally there's a woman in it There's a Persian
proverb, *Look for the woman'."

"I won't let you say that a woman betrayed them*
Women help; they don't betray," Theodora said*
"Where would your Ballets be but for the women?"

"Ah," he said cynically, UI couldn't make illraons
without illusions, could I?"

"The Green trouble will end with this," she said,
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